MEN OF POWER
God commands to take the trumpet, and blow a
dolorous or jarring blast, it lies not in man's will what
he shall say, or what he shall conceal. . . ."
So this brilliant young genius put aside his beloved
poetry, cast away his ambition for companionship with
the Muses, took up his trumpet, and blew blast after
blast for God. Undoubtedly he believed that God
would be victorious in the struggle and would ultimate-
ly allow him to sing again, but the immediate need
was for a trumpeter, not a singer. Milton would trum-
pet and trust God for the future.
Political Pamphleteer. In so brief a sketch of his life
we cannot describe in detail the battles in which he
trumpeted for the armies of the Lord. We can but let
them pass in quick review before us.
First he threw himself into the fight for the freedom
of the church and against its control by bishops.   In
a series of pamphlets he argued against certain revolu-
tionary projects of the Parliament which would bring
the English people more and more under the domina-
tion of the bishops.   He insisted that no true reforma-
tion could be accomplished along that road.   In fact,
it was the bishops themselves who were the real stum-
bling blocks to reformation because of their ambition
and will-to-power.   They were too earth-bound them-
selves and too puny in their conception of God to be
trusted with any more power.   They made God in their
own image and then hallowed the image, "sprinkled it
and bedecked it, not in robes of pure innocency, but of
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